
Dramatic Elements/Devices 
 

 Act       One of the main divisions of the play. 
 

Scene      This refers to a unit smaller than an act. 
 

Aside   A character reveals his/her true feelings by directly 
addressing the audience.  The device is based on the 
premise that he/she is not alone on stage, but he/she is 
supposedly not heard by any of the other characters.  This 
convention promoted audience involvement and provided 
opportunity for puns. foreshadowing, etc. 

 

Monologue  When one character speaks while other characters are 
onstage. 

 

Soliloquy    A speech delivered by a character while he/she is alone on 
stage.  He/she is able to “talk to him/herself” by 
expressing his/her thoughts, mood, or opinion aloud.  The 
playwright uses this device to inform the audience of the 
character’s state of mind, his/her motives and intentions. 
or to advance the plot, create suspense, foreshadow future 
events or give information about others that would 
otherwise remain unvoiced. 

 

Chorus   A character or group of characters who give comments on 
the play which link acts or foreshadow coming events. 

 
Poetic Terms 
 

Sonnet   A short poem with 14 lines and a strict rhyme scheme.  
There are several types of sonnets, each with its own 
different rhyme scheme, abab/cdcd/efef/gg is the pattern 
found in Shakespearean sonnets. 

 

Rhyming couplet   Two lines that rhyme.   
 
Literary Devices 

 
Allusion   A reference to a person, place, or event or to another 

literary work or passage. 

 



Apostrophe A figure of speech when some absent person or 
nonexistent thing is addressed. 

 

Dramatic Irony   Occurs when the audience knows something a character 
does not know. 

 

Foil     Characters with opposite personalities 
 

Foreshadowing    Hints about future events in a plot. 
 

Imagery   Vivid language that appeals to one or more of the reader’s 
five senses (sight/sound/touch/taste/smell) 

 
 
 

Hyperbole     Exaggeration used to create a specific effect 
 

Metaphor   A comparison between two unlike things without using the 
words  “like”, “as”, or “than” 

 

Simile   A comparison between two unlike things using the words 
“like”, “as”, or “than” 

 

Paradox   When a character says something that sounds contrary or 
absurd, but actually has some truth to it 

 

Personification   When nonhuman things are given human characteristics 
 

Pun      A play on words  
 

Understatement   Weakly stating or expressing feelings or ideas for effect 
 
Elements Common to Shakespearean Tragedy 

 
Tragedy   A drama in which a disastrous series of events happen to 

the hero.  The hero is often an individual of a higher rank, 
who faces a tragic end because of several poor decisions.  
A downfall results when greed, pride, or ambition override 
a hero’s otherwise good sense. 

 



Tragic Hero   The main character in the play who makes a poor decision 
which leads to his downfall.  Common flaws:  greed, 
hubris, ambition, indecision, jealousy, and lust. 

 
 

Nemesis   Archenemy of the protagonist; can be considered the 
antagonist in a short story 

 

Poetic Justice    When good is rewarded and evil is punished. 


